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This  wagon  bed  for  feeding  soilage  or  hay  to  dairy 
or  beef  cattle  can  be  built  in  lengths  of  1 2  to  20  feet.  It 
has  a  capacity  of  20.3  cubic  feet  per  foot  of  length. 

The  feeding  space  in  a  wagon  16  feet  long  will  accom- 
modate from  40  to  48  head  of  cattle  if  the  feed  is  kept 
before  the  cattle  continuously. 

When  full  the  16-foot  wagon  holds  5  tons  of  silage  or 
soilage — enough  to  feed  250  head  of  cattle  for  1  day. 
For  feeding  as  practiced  in  the  usual  silage  bunk,  the 
wagon  should  be  filled  to  about  one-fifth  of  its  capacity. 
When  the  wagon  is  filled  with  hay,  the  supply  should 
last  40  cattle  1  week. 

Tempered  hardboard,  exterior  plywood,  or  asbestos 
cement  board  makes  a  smooth  bottom  which  is  easily 
cleaned.  If  the  wood  parts  are  treated  with  a  good  non- 
toxic preservative  like  pentachlorophenol  or  copper  naph- 
thanate,  the  wagon  should  resist  weathering. 

For  feeding  soilage,  the  wagon  can  be  used  directly 
behind  the  field  chopper,  and  pulled  into  the  feedlot  to  be 
used  as  a  self-feeding  bunk. 

The  swinging  gates  at  the  side  of  the  wagon  prevent 
feed  from  spilling  while  the  wagon  is  being  filled  and 
while  the  feed  is  being  transported.  They  also  keep  the 
cattle  from  crowding  into  the  wagon  when  it  is  pulled  into 
the  lot. 


In  selecting  a  chassis  to  carry  the  bed,  care  should  be 
taken  to  keep  the  height  of  the  feeding  bunk  within  30 
inches  of  the  ground.  Short  breeds  such  as  Jersey  or  Aber- 
deen Angus  feed  better  if  the  height  is  not  more  than  27 
inches.  ^e^e7^f~tr^ 
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,«>rkin^  drgatjlhgs  nm>  bo  obtained  through 
your  ccwsMy-. agent   or   from   the   Extension  agricultural 
engineer  at  "iilr>«i*  ;*rrte  agricultural  colleges.      Ih« 
usually  a  small  charg 
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If  working  drawings  of  thi>  plan  arc  not  available  in 
your  State,  write  to  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Agricultural  Engineering  Research  Division,  Plant  In- 
<lu-tr>  Station.  (!<'lt>\ illo.  Md.  The  I  >.  Department 
of  Agriculture  does  not  distribute  drawings,  but  will  di- 
rt-, t   von  to  a  State  thai  does  distribute  them. 
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